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Detailed Action 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/12/2010 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 13 claims "A computer readable medium having a program ..." However, 
the claims do not define a computer readable medium having a program to be a Non 
transitory functional descriptive material and is thus non-statutory for that reason (i.e., 
"When functional descriptive material is recorded on some non- transitory computer- 
readable medium it becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium 
and will be statutory in most cases since use of technology permits the function of the 
descriptive material to be realized"). 
Such claimed "A computer readable medium having a program" (software) does not 
define any structural and functional interrelationships between the computer 
program and other claimed elements of a computer, which permit the computer 
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program' s functionality to be realized. As such, "program'Vsoftware, not claimed as 
embodied/encoded in computer-readable medium and is not statutory because the 
"program'Vsoftware is not capable of causing functional change in the computer. 
Because the full scope of the claim as properly read in light of the disclosure 
encompasses non-statutory subject matter, the claim as a whole is non-statutory 
and appears to be one type of claim that is considered nonstatutory, under the 
present USPTO Interim Guidelines, 1300 Official Gazette Patent and Trademark 
Office 142 (Nov. 22,2005). 

In applicants specification, applicant described in section 0084 that the storage 
medium for supplying the program code may be, for example, a floppy disk, a hard disk, 
a magnetic optical disk, a CD-ROM, a CD-R, a CD-RW, a Digital Versatile Disc -Read- 
only Memory (DVD-ROM), a DVD-RAM, a DVD-RW, a DVD-R, a magnetic tape, a 
nonvolatile memory card, a ROM, and the like . The phrase and the like means that the 
storage medium can include a signal or a wave that can carry a problem. Therefore the 
computer readable medium can include a signal or wave. 

Claims 14-17 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because they also depend 
on Claim 13 and also claim Computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 8-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Leurig (20030014368) in view of Simpson (20030172148). 

Claim 1, Leurig discloses a method executed by a server (Server 104 shown in 
fig. 3) capable of communicating with a client device (Client 108 shown in Fig. 3) and 
a printer device (Printer 110 shown in fig. 110) through a network, (Network 102 
Shown in fig. 1) (Section 0041, lines 2-4- thus server 104 and client 108 
communicates through network 102 as clearly shown in fig. 1) 

the server, the client device and the printer device each being a different 
apparatus from the other, (Fig. 3 shows clearly that client 108 is externally different 
from printer 110 and server 104 is also a different apparatus from each other), 
the method comprising: 

receiving a printing request from the client device (Section 0018, lines 3-5- the 
user through client 108 provides print requests to the server 104). 

transmitting print data to the printer device selected in the client device in 
accordance with the received printing request (Section 0018, lines 6-8- the completed 
print jobs are retrieved by client 108 and sent to be printed on printer 110). 

Leurig does not disclose transmitting, to the client device, address information for 
causing the client device to access the printer device and.acquire, from the printer 
device without going through the server, a Web page provided by the printer device, the 
Web page displaying a state of processing of the transmitted print data and 
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allowing the client device to access the printer device and display the Web page 
in accordance with the address information. 

Simpson discloses transmitting the client device address information (Section 
0080- thus the job status page AP hyperlink is the URI of the web page of the 
state of the print job) for causing the client device (Personnel computer 104 shown 
in Fig. 1 A) to access the printer device and acquire, from the printer device without 
going through the server, (Clearly there is no server between the printer 106 and 
client 104 as clearly shown in Fig. 1 A) a Web page provided by the printer device, the 
Web page displaying_a state of processing of the transmitted print data. (Section 0073, 
lines 1-4, thus the AP hyperlink is used by the user to acquire the status or state 
of the print job by displaying a web page on client 104) and allowing the client 
device to access the printer device and display the Web page in accordance with the 
address information (Section 0073,lines 2-4 thus the job status is displayed by 
using the "job status page" which is provided by PP Web content 136). 

Therefore it will be obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Leurig's printer 104 to include Simpson's PP web content 
136 so that Leurig's printer will be able sent an AP hyperlink (URI) (address information) 
to Client 108. The motivation for the modification is to unable the user to have easier 
access to the state or status of the print data at his own convenient time. 
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Claim 2, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses further comprising 
authenticating that the printing request is a printing request from a valid user. (Leurig: 
Section 0040, thus the user logs in as a means of authentication to the server). 

Claim 3, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses wherein the printer device 
combines print form data and the print data transmitted by the server in order to 
generate image data for printing. (Leurig: Section 0046, lines 9-12, thus the system 
merges the selected data with the appropriate form to generate a data file or 
image data for printing) 

Claim 4, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses wherein the address information for 
causing the client device (Client 108 shown in Fig. 3) to access the printer device 
(Printer 110 shown in Fig. 3) and acquire the web page(Simpson: (Section 0080- 
thus the job status page AP hyperlink is the URI of the web page of the state of 
the print job) comprises a uniform resource identifier of a Web page indicating the 
state of processing of the transmitted print data. (Simpson: Section 0073 since the PP 
web content displays a web, it is inherit that a web page comes with its URL). 

Claim 5, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses wherein the client device (leurig: 
Client 108 shown in fig. 2) displays the state of processing of the print data (Leurig: 
Section 0048 lines 5-16- thus shows as to whether the print data is printed or not 
completed) in a web browser in accordance with the Web page acquired by the client 
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device. (Simpson: Section 0073- thus the web page displays the status of the sent 
print job). 

Claim 6-7, (Canceled) 

Claim 8, Leurig discloses an information processing device (Server 104 shown 
in fig. 3) capable of communicating with an external device (Client 108 shown in Fig. 
3) and a printer device (Printer 110 shown in fig. 110) through a network, (Network 
102 Shown in fig. 1) (Section 0041, lines 2-4- thus server 104 and client 108 
communicates through network 102 as clearly shown in fig. 1) 

the information processing device, external device and the printer device each 
are being a different apparatus from the other. (Fig. 3 shows clearly that client 108 is 
externally different from printer 110) the information processing device comprising: 

a request receiving unit (portion of Client 108 that receives the image) 
configured to receive a printing request from the external device; (Section 0045, lines 
1 -7- thus the user selects a print job using client computer 1 08) 

a data transmission unit configured to transmit print data to the printer device 
selected in the external device in accordance with the printing request received by the 
request receiving unit; (Section 0046, lines 1-3, thus the print data is transmitted to 
a selected printer, selected through client device 108) 
and 
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a transmission unit configured to transmit, to the external device from the printer 
device without going through the information processing apparatus a state of processing 
of the print data transmitted by the data transmission unit. (Section 0048, lines 5-16 - 
thus printer 110 transmits the status of the print data to client 108 and hence the 
state of the print data is known to the client without going through the server). 

a control unit (Client device 108) configured to cause the external device to 
display (Section 0063, lines 6-7in browser 207 shown in fig. 5E) the state 
automatically (Section 0035, lines 4-7, thus the second browser automatically 
opens as soon as a print transaction is initiated). 

Leurig does not disclose transmitting to the client device address information for 
providing a web page and the web page displaying the state of the print data and 
displaying the state in accordance with the address information. 

Simpson discloses transmitting the client device address information (Section 
0080- thus the job status page AP hyperlink is the URI of the web page of the 
state of the print job) to get the state of the print data. (Section 0073, lines 1-4, thus 
the AP hyperlink is used by the user to acquire the status or state of the print job) 
and displaying the state in accordance with the address information (Section 0080, 
thus the job status is displayed by using the "job status page"). Therefore it will be 
obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Leurig's printer 104 to include Simpson's PP web content 136 so that Leurig's printer 
will be able sent a web page (address information) to printer 110. The motivation for the 
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modification is to unable the user to have easier access to the state or status of the print 
data. 

Claim 9, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses an information processing device 
wherein an authenticating unit configured to authenticate that the printing request is a 
printing request from a valid user. (Leurig: Section 0040, thus the user logs in as a 
means of authentication to the server). 

Claim 10, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses an information processing device 
wherein the printer device combines print form data and the print data transmitted by 
the data transmission unit in order to generate image data for printing. (Leurig: Section 
0046, lines 9-12, thus the system merges the selected data with the appropriate 
form to generate a data file or image data for printing) 

Claim 11, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses an information processing device 
wherein the address information (Simpson: Web page please see section 0073) for 
causing the external device to access the printer device and acquire the web page 
comprises a uniform resource identifier of a Web page indicating the state of processing 
of the transmitted print data. (Simpson: Section 0073 since the PP web content 
displays a web, it is inherit that a web page comes with its URL). 
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Claim 12, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses an information processing device 
wherein the external device (leurig: Client 108 shown in fig. 2) displays the state of 
processing of the print data (Leurig: Section 0048 lines 5-16- thus shows as to 
whether the print data is printed or not completed) in a Web browser in accordance 
with the Web page acquired by the external device. (Simpson: Section 0073- thus the 
web page displays the status of the sent print job). 

Claim 13, Leurig discloses a computer-readable medium having a program 
stored thereon for controlling a computer of a server (Server 104 shown in fig. 3) 
capable of communicating with an external device (Client 108 shown in Fig. 3)and a 
printer device, (Printer 110 shown in fig. 110) (Section 0041, lines 2-4- thus server 
104 and client 108 communicates through network 102 as clearly shown in fig. 1) 

the external device being different from the printer device, (Fig. 3 shows clearly 
that client 108 is externally different from printer 110) the program causing the 
computer to execute a method comprising 

receiving a printing request from the external device, (Section 0045, lines 1-7- 
thus the user selects a print job using client computer 108) 

transmitting print data to the printer device selected in the external device in 
accordance with the received printing request; (Section 0046, lines 1-3, thus the print 
data is transmitted to a selected printer, selected through client device 108) 
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causing the client device to acquire from the printer device without going through 
the server, a state of processing of the transmitted print data. (Section 0048, lines 5-16 
-thus printer 110 transmits the status of the print data to client 108 and hence the 
state of the print data is known to the client without going through the server) 

causing the external device (Client device 108) to display (Section 0063, lines 
6-7in browser 207 shown in fig. 5E) the state automatically (Section 0035, lines 4-7, 
thus the second browser automatically opens as soon as a print transaction is 
initiated). 

Leurig does not disclose transmitting to the client device address information for 
providing a web page for the client to access the printer device to display the state of 
the print data. 

Simpson discloses transmitting the client device address information (Section 
0080- thus the job status page AP hyperlink is the URI of the web page of the 
state of the print job) to get the state of the print data. (Section 0073, lines 1-4, thus 
the AP hyperlink is used by the user to acquire the status or state of the print job) 

and displaying the state in accordance with the address information (Section 0080, 
thus the job status is displayed by using the "job status page"). Therefore it will be 
obvious to one ordinary skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Leurig's printer 104 to include Simpson's PP web content 136 so that Leurig's printer 
will be able sent a web page (address information) to printer 110. The motivation for the 
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modification is to unable the user to have easier access to the state or status of the print 
data. 

Claim 14, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses A computer-readable medium 
wherein the method further comprises authenticating that the printing request is a 
printing request from a valid user. (Leurig: Section 0040, thus the user logs in as a 
means of authentication to the server). 

Claim 15, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses A computer-readable medium 
wherein the printer device combines print form data and the print data transmitted by 
the server in order to generate image data for printing. (Leurig: Section 0046, lines 9- 
12, thus the system merges the selected data with the appropriate form to 
generate a data file or image data for printing) 

Claim 16, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the address information (Simpson: Web page please see section 0073) for 
causing the external device to access the printer device and acquire the web page 
(leurig: Section 0048 lines 8-16- thus the Status of the print data is sent to the 
user) comprises a uniform resource identifier of a Web page indicating the state of 
processing of the transmitted print data. (Simpson: Section 0073 since the PP web 
content displays a web, it is inherit that a web page comes with its URL). 
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Claim 17, Leurig in view of Simpson discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the external device (leurig: Client 108 shown in fig. 2) displays the state of 
processing of the print data (Leurig: Section 0048 lines 5-16- thus shows as to 
whether the print data is printed or not completed) in accordance with the Web 
page acquired by the external device. (Simpson: Section 0073- thus the web page 
displays the status of the sent print job). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/12/2010 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1 , 8 and 13, applicant argues that the cited reference fails to 
discloses a allowing the client device to access the printer device and display the Web 
page with the printing state in accordance with the address information. 

In reply, Examiner disagree because as explained in the Office action it is agreed 
that Leurig does not disclose the printer sending an address information to the client 
computer 104 and the client using that address information to access printer 1 10 to 
display the state of the print data. 

Instead Leurig clearly discloses "after printing is complete, printer 110 provides a 
status response to client 108, which in turn provide a status report to server 104 to 
complete the transaction" -see Section 0048, lines 9-16- thus the status response is 
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transmitted directly from the printer to the client without going through the server- this 
will even reduce the burden on the server. 

However if the user is away from the exact computer he used then he might miss 
the status response, therefore as taught by Simpson, Printer 106 using PP Web content 
136 transmits AP hyperlink (Section 0080) to get access to printer device in display the 
status of the print data. 

In other words, the PP web content 136 in the printer transmit to the client the AP 
hyperlink (address information) and this is used by the user clicking on it to access the 
printer device in other to get the web page for the status. 

Simpson does not teach or suggest transmitting address information_for causing 
the client device to access the printer_and to acquire a Web page displaying a state of 
processing of the transmitted print data. 

In reply, Examiner respectfully disagree because Simpson discloses the PP web 
content 136 in the printer transmit to the client the AP hyperlink (address information) 
and this is used by the user clicking on it to access the printer device in other to get the 
web page for the status- please see Section 0073, 0074 and 0080. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AKWASI M. SARPONG whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-3438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am- 
5:00pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/Akwasi M Sarpong/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
10/24/2010 
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